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XI.—On new or little-known Birds of North-Eastern Africa. 
By Hofrath Thzopor von Heverin. (Part III. The Barbets, 
Capitonide*.) 

[Continued from p. 76.] 
(Plate V.) 


Tue range of the birds belonging to the family of Barbets 
(Capitonide) in North-Eastern Africa is confined to the tropical 
provinces which are subject to a periodical rainy season. North- 
wards of the boundary of the tropical rains not a single species is 
found, though the genera Pogonorhynchus, Barbatula, and Tra- 
chyphonus are abundant in the low countries of the White and 
Blue Nile. The species which I have observed, generally prefer 
the plains and low grounds to the mountains, and especially 


* The full synonymy of the African Barbets, and a list of all the known 
species, are given by M. Jules Verreaux, in an article in the Zoological 
Society’s ‘ Proceedings’ for 1859 (p. 393). Dr. Hartlaub informs us, how- 
ever, that the Megalema leucotis of Sundeval, from S. Africa, is not the 
same as Laimodon unidentatus, as is there stated, but a good and distinct 
species, and that the Southern Megalaima bilineata, Sundeval, although 
closely allied to, is not identical with the Western Barbatula leucolema, 
Verreaux. Dr. Hartlaub acknowledges Trachyphonus squamiceps, Heuglin, 
as here described, to be quite distinct from T. margaritatus. It also appears 
that M. Verreaux’s Laimodon albiventris, of which a description and good 
figure are given in the paper above referred to, has been previously named 
by Dr. Peters (Bericht Akad. Berlin, 1854, p. 134) Pogonias melanopterus, 
and is from Mozambique, and not from Western Africa.— Ep. 
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frequent woodland districts. In the lower ‘ Deka’* appear 
P. saltiî, P. vieillotii, and P. undatus. I have also myself observed 
a species of Barbatula in the Dallager valley in Abyssinia, at an 
elevation of from 5000 to 6000 feet above the level of the sea ; 
its appearance there, however, is very unusual. 

With the exception of the Trachyphoni, the Capitonide are 
not shy birds, though quiet and solitary, and always keeping to 
the high trees and bushes. The Trachyphoni are frequently 
seen in the plains, and although also shy, are of a much more 
lively and wandering nature than the Pogonorhynchi and Barba- 
tule. The note of the Trachyphoni is loud and very melodious ; 
they run (though in a different manner from Woodpeckers) up 
and down the trunks of trees, feeding upon insects, berries, and 
fruits, as they hop from branch to branch. Their flight is short, 
but rapid; their course consisting of a series of numerous undu- 
lations. I never saw any of the species of this group on the 
ground. I am not acquainted with the mode of propagation of 
these birds, except that Trachyphonus margaritatus builds in holes 
of trees, and lays white eggs, usually from four to six in number. 
In the months of October and November 1 have often seen half- 
fledged young ones of this species clustering together, in the 
peculiar way that may be observed in some of the European 
genera (Parus, for instance), and sitting on the smooth side of 
the small branches, chirping as they await their parents. With 
raw flesh and hard and soft-boiled eggs I have kept some of 
them a long time in confinement. 

The Capitonide of N.E. Africa are not exactly migratory, 
though they appear at the time when the Sycamores (Ficus 
sycomorus) are ripe in countries where they are not generally 
met with. 

I now give an account of the species known to me, and add 
descriptions and figures of some new ones. 


* The ‘ Deka’ in Abyssinia is the term which includes the mountainous 
country from an elevation of 6000 feet upwards to the Snow-region. The 
vegetation of the ‘Deka’ is distinguished from that of the low-lying 
‘ Kolla’ by its evergreen foliage. The Kolla is the region of Bamboos and 
different sorts of forest-trees, whose leaves fall in the early spring, and are 
replaced at the beginning of the rainy season. 
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Genus PogonornHyNncHus *, Van der Hoeven. 


1. P.ROLLETI, Pogonias rolleti, De Filippi, Rev. Zool. 1858, 
p. 290. | 

Not rare on the banks of the Bahr el Abiad, in 10° N.L. ; 
found on high trees near the rivers, and in the wooded districts 
of the Steppes to the south. This species, which I have 
known since 1851, was accidentally omitted in my “ Systematic 


List of the Birds of N.E. Africat+.” 


2. P. BIDENTATUS (Shaw). 
According to Dr. Riippell, common in Schoa. Rare on the 


Upper Bahr el Abiad. 


3. P. LEUCOCEPHALUS. Pogonias leucocephalus, De Filippi, 
Rev. Zool. 1855, p. 291. 

Rather common on the banks of the Bahr el Abiad, south- 
wards from the confluence of the Sobat and the Bahr el Ghazal. 


4. P. sarti (Stanley). 

Not rare in Abyssinia, except in the coast-region and high 
mountains, and also found in Sennaar and Kordofan, and along 
the northern course of the Bahr el Abiad. — 


5. P. vıBIzuoTı (Leach). 

The most common species in Kordofan, Abyssinia, and Sen- 
naar. The most northern limit of its range is between 14° and 
15° north latitude. 


6, P. unpatus (Rupp.). 
Not very rare in Abyssinia and Sennaar. 


7. P. pirrenatus (Hempr. & Hhrenb.). Pogonias melano- 
cephalus, Rüpp. 

Dr. Rüppell, in his ‘Systematische Uebersicht der Vögel 
Nord-Ost-Afrikas,’ declares this little species to be frequent in 
Sennaar aud Kordofan; but this assertion is certainly not cor- 
rect. The only country in N.E. Africa where I have found 
this bird at all numerous is Eastern Abyssinia, especially in the 


valleys of Morat and Moreb and the Habab territory. Nearly 


* Handb. d. Zool. (1833) ii. p. 446. 
+ Sitzungsb. d. Kais. Acad. Wien, vol. xix. p. 255. 
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related, but much larger, is Sundeval’s Megalema leucotis, from 
Lower Caffraria (Ofvers. 1850, p. 109). 


8. P. ptapematus, Heuglin. Pogonias diadematus, Heugl. 
Syst. Uebers. p. 47. no. 479. 

Only found in the wide Steppes of the Kitsch-Negroes, be- 
tween 7° and 8° N.L. on the western bank of the Bahr el Abiad. 
It is common on high trees, especially on the colossal Syca- 
mores. This species resembles the nearly-related, but larger, 
and also more or less highly-coloured P. unidentatus (Licht.) 
from Kafferland, and P. duchallui, Cass. (Barbatula formosa, 
Verr.), from W. Africa. 


Genus BARBATULA, Lesson. 


1. B. PUsILLA, Bp. Bucco barbatula, Temm. 

In a collection of birds made on the Blue Nile, which I pre- 
sented to the Royal Natural History Cabinet at Stuttgard, I 
first found an apparent male of this species. It substantially 
agrees with the diagnosis given by Hartlaub (Syst. Orn. W. 
Afrik. p. 173), though slightly differing in dimensions, which in 
my examples are as follows:—Long. tota circ. 40, rostri a 
fronte 0°48, tarsi 0°6, alee 2۰:0, caudee 1°3 poll. et lin. Gall. 


2. B. curysocoma (Temm.). Bucco chrysocomus, Temm. 
Pl. Col. 536. fig. 2. 

I found specimens of this humble little bird concealed in 
thick foliage along the streams of Central and West Abyssinia, 
as well as on the Bahr el Abiad, and also more rarely on the 
main stream of the Nile between Khartoum and Berber. It may 
be abundant, but from its habits is very difficult to find. 


Genus TRACHYPHONUS, Ranzani. 


1. T. MARGARITATUS (Rüpp.). Bucco margaritatus, Rüpp. 
Atlas, t. 20. 

Common in the Bajuda-Steppes along the banks of the Nile, 
south of Berber (17° N.L.), in Kordofan, Sennaar, Abyssinia, 
Taka, and in the Abyssinian Avail and Somali coast-lands. Ap- 
parently confined to E. Africa, but very widely diffused. The male 
is somewhat larger than the female. Iris violet. 
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2. T. squamiceps, Heugl. T. squamiceps, Heugl. Syst. Uebers. 
d. Vog. N.-O. Afrika, no. 482. p. 47. 

Rare in the Steppes of the Kitsch-Negroes, on the western 
shore of the Bahr el Abiad. It-may be the same as T. marga- 
ritatus, but I have never met with this species in Kordofan. 


I now add descriptions of the newly-discovered species, which 
are represented in the accompanying Plate. 


1. POGONORHYNCHUS ROLLETI. (Plate ۷۰ fig. 1.) 

Coracino-niger, tergi macula, et hypochondriis pure albis, his 
ex parte nigro-striolatis: remigibus fuliginoso-nigricantibus, 
subtus, interne et basin versus pallidioribus, externe cora- 
cino-limbatis: subalaribus cinereis, flexuram versus cora- 
cinis: abdomine medio et crisso intense cinnabarinis : 
orbitis nudis, violaceis : rostro valido, pallide virescente, basi 
cærulescente, maxilla bidentata, simpliciter sulcata, man- 
dibula non plicata: vibrissis rigidiusculis nigris: 6 
brunnea: pedibus plumbeo-fuscis: long. tota 10:3, rostri a 
fronte 1'4, ab angulo oris 1°5, ale 4°15, caudæ 3°15 poll. 
et lin. Gall. 

This species is distinguishable from P. dubius (of Senegambia) 
by important characters, such as the absence of red on the head, 
and a different formation of the bill. The whole bird is nearly 
entirely of a shining blue-black, with the exception of a large 
white spot on the back, and the sides of the belly, which show 
a few fine black markings, and some flame-coloured streaks to- 
wards the breast. The middle and lower part of the belly is of 
a lively cinnabar-red on a white ground; the wings are smoky 
grey on the inner web, the feathers getting gradually lighter 
towards the base. The under wing-coverts are likewise smoky 
grey, becoming towards the wing-margins bluish black. The 
upper beak has on each side a single deep furrow, within which 
the bristles are placed: the latter are about half the length of 
the beak; the colour of the beak is light greenish yellow, bluish 
towards the base. The feet and nails are greyish brown. 

The sexes are coloured alike, but the female is a trifle smaller 
in dimensions. This species is rather numerous on the Upper 
White Nile, particularly on the Sycamore trees, the fruit of 
which supplies a favourite food for all the species of Capitonide. 
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2. PogoNoRHYNCHUS LEUCOCEPHALUS. (Plate V. fig. 2.) 


Capite, pectore, uropygio, et tectricibus caudæ superioribus et 
inferioribus albis: interscapulio, alis, ventre et remigibus 
alarum macula apicali triangulari alba notatis: scapula- 
ribus et ventre longitudinaliter albo-striolatis, interscapulio 
fere immaculato : remigibus interne et basin versus distincte 
albido-marginatis: subalaribus cinereo-umbrinis, albido 
flammulatis : rostro vibrissis rigidiusculis albis circum- 
dato: orbitis nudis, griseo-violaceis ; iride brunnea : rostro 
et pedibus plumbeo-nigricantibus : long. tota 6:6, rostri a 
fronte 0'10, ab ang. oris 0۰12, ale 3:4, caudæ 2۰2, tarsi 0'9 
poll. et lin. Gall. 


In this beautifully coloured and aberrant species, the head, 
throat, breast, belly, under and upper tail-coverts, as well as 
the chin, are white, with a slight tinge of yellow; a band of 
bright brimstone-yellow passes from the forehead over the eye, 
which, however, the bird quickly loses after death. The rest of 
the bird is shining umber-brown, the wing-coverts being pointed 
with well-marked triangular white spots, and the scapularies and 
belly streaked with white lines along the shafts. The wing- 
feathers are greyish brown, with a white edging on the under- 
side near their bases ; the tail-feathers are rather darker than the 
wings ; the under wing-coverts are brownish grey, partly streaked 
with white. The irides are umber-brown, the naked space round 
the eye violet-grey. The beak and feet are blue-black. 

P. leucocephalus 1s as common as the preceding species, and 
is foundin the same districts, particularly on the high trees with 
thick foliage. In its stomach we found berries, insects, and figs. 
With the fruit of the latter the face often becomes stained yellow. 


3. PoGoNORHYNCHUS DIADEMATUS. (Plate V. fig. 3.) 


Tergzeo et regione parotica nigris ; vertice et fronte nitide scar- 
latinis; loris nigris; superciliis, per colli latera decur- 
rentibus, antice nitide sulphureis, et nucham versus albis : 
nucha media et scapularibus externe albo limbatis: auche- 
nio, interscapulio et tectricibus alarum minoribus maculis 
longitudinalibus flavissimis; tectricibus alarum majoribus 
extus flavescente limbatis: uropygio et tectricibus caudæ 
superioribus fere totis vivide flavis : remigibus et rectricibus 
fuscis flavido-marginatis, his interne, basin versus, albo- 
limbatis: gastræo albido, medio flavescente tincto: sub- 
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alaribus albidis : iride umbrina: rostro et pedibus plumbeo- 
nigricantibus : long. tota 4°10, rostri a fronte 0°7, ale 2'9, 
caudæ 1°9, tarsi 0۰7۰8 poll. et lin. Gall. 

This variegated bird is the smallest of the species of Pogono- 
rhynchus in N.E. Africa. The forehead and top of the head are 
bright scarlet, the face round the ears, neck, and wing-coverts 
shining black. A band over the eye and along the head brim- 
stone-yellow in front and pure white behind. The middle of the 
neck is spotted with white. The rest of the upper surface is not 
of so bright a black as the neck. The scapularies generally on 
the outside are broadly bordered with white; the back of the 
neck and upper wing-coverts are spotted with yellow ; the wings 
and tail are bordered on the outside with pale yellow ; the lower 
back and upper tail-coverts are deeply tinged with greenish 
yellow, so that the dark ground-colour is hardly perceptible. 
The wing-feathers below are edged with white, more broadly 
towards their bases: the lower side is brighter than the upper, 
as is likewise the case with the tail ; the under surface is whitish, 
tinged with yellow about the breast and belly. In young birds 
the under tail-coverts along the shafts are shaded with greyish 
black. 

While both the preceding species are spread from 10° N.L. 
southwards along the explored course of the White Nile, P. dia- 
dematus appears to have a more westerly range. The numerous 
examples that have passed through our hands were all collected 
westward of the Bahr el Abiad in the districts of Gog, Djak, 
Djar, &c., between 7° and 8° N.L., and on the river Bahr el 
Ghazal. The food of this species consists of insects, berries, and 
fruits. 

P. diadematus has, like P. bifrenatus, a loud and lively note, 
deep and melodious. 


4, TRACHYPHONUS squamicers. (Plate V. fig. 4.) 

T. margaritato affinis, sed differt, statura multo minore, facie 
et vertice flavo-rufescentibus; tectricibus caudæ superi- 
oribus vivide flavis; capite (mento excepto) collo et pectore 
chalybæo guttatis : nucha albida, nigricante variegata : iride 
brunnea : rostro cinérascente-carneo : pedibus plumbeis. 


This little species much resembles in size, structure, and 
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colouring Trachyphonus margaritatus, but is distinguishable by 
its plumage, particularly of the head, in which the elastic horn- 
like structure of the feathers is still more developed. The face is 
fiery yellow, and, with the exception of the chin, on the point of 
each feather is a shining steel-black metallic spot. The roots of 
the entire pileus and the centre of the throat are of the same 
colour; the neck is whitish, having in general before the point 
of each feather a broad black speck. The scapularies and 
wings are speckled with white on a smoky-brown ground; but 
these specks are not quite at the edge of the feathers, as in 
T. margaritatus; they exist on the wings and greater wing- 
coverts, but are never found on the inner barbs; the wings are 
spotted with bright yellow; the back and tail-coverts are greyish 
green, with indistinct smoky-grey marks and small lanceolate 
spots. The under wing-coverts are whitish towards the roots, 
like the inner surface of the remiges. The under-side is bright 
greenish yellow, with little lanceolate black points to eaeh feather ; 
the lower tail-coverts deep red. The tail is exactly like that of 
T. margaritatus, only the spots here are yellow. Also in this new 
species the cross-band which T. margaritatus has on its breast is 
missing. 

Length 6 in.; beak from gape 10 lin.; wings 2 in. 8 lin. ; 
tail 2 in. 10 lin.; tarsus 106 hin. 

The breeding and food of this bird are the same as those of 
P. diadematus. In its habits it is as sociable as T. margaritatus. 


XII.—On some additional Species of Birds received in Collections 
from Natal. By Joun Henry Gurney, M.P., 8۰ 


I bee leave to communicate for insertion in ‘ The Ibis’ a short 
additional list of Natal birds, numbered consecutively to those 
published in my last جو‎ on this subject (‘ Ibis; 1860, 
pp. 203-221). 

The birds and the notes included in the present list were 
received by me from Mr. Thomas Ayres, of D’Urban, except 
where I have specified the contrary. The specimens not sent 
by Mr. Ayres have been selected from two collections received 
from Natal by Mr. 8. Stevens, of Bloomsbury Street, London. 
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